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PURPOSE:To make it possible to detect the residual amount of ink even when a hermetically closed 
type ink bag is used, by providing a means for measuring the electric resistance between electrodes and 
sealing a specific amount or more of gas in the ink bag to detect the residual amount of ink from the 
change in the electric resistance between electrodes produced by the gas. 

CONSTITUTIONS means for measuring the electric resistance between a pair of electrodes 1 9, 20 
provided so as to be exposed to the ink 23 in an ink bag 10 is provided and 0.5cc or more of gas is 
preliminarily sealed in the ink bag and the residual amount of ink is detected from the change in the 
electric resistance between the electrodes produced by the gas. Even when a hermetically closed type 
ink bag formed of a flexible material such as a plastic sheet is used as the ink sump of ink supplied to a 
recording head, the residual amount of the ink can be easily detected. 
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